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Chloé Duplessis

Origin Story is an Afro-Futuristic art installation that reimagines the Statue of Liberty through the lenses of
history, memory, and possibility. Conceived as a reflection on one of the world's most recognizable symbols of
freedom, the installation explores the historical, political, and social forces that shaped the monument's creation
and its evolving meaning across generations.

Inspired by the ideas of abolitionist and historian Edouard de Laboulaye and the designs of sculptor Frédéric
Auguste Bartholdi, Origin Story examines the promises and contradictions embedded within the language of
liberty itself. While the Statue of Liberty is widely recognized as a symbol of immigration and democracy, the
installation invites audiences to reconsider the monument through the histories of abolition, emancipation, and
citizenship that informed its creation. In doing so, Duplessis asks viewers to reflect on how public memory is
shaped, what stories are elevated, and what histories remain hidden in plain sight.

At the center of the installation stands a monumental garment inspired by the Statue of Liberty and constructed
from coffee sacks, burlap, wire, textiles, and found materials. References to trade, labor, migration, and the African
diaspora are woven throughout the work, while yellow chains recall the broken shackles incorporated into
Bartholdi's original design, a symbol of emancipation that is often overlooked in contemporary readings of the
monument. The bright yellow color, selected for its high visibility, also reflects the artist's ongoing engagement
with accessibility and visual perception. Frayed flag elements and sections of the dress that appear to unravel,
speak to the evolving narratives that shape both personal and collective understandings of freedom.

Through fiber art, collage, and sculptural forms, the installation draws upon nineteenth-century imagery, ancestral
craft traditions, and Afro-Futurist aesthetics to create a space where past, present, and future converge.
Surrounded by fiber flowers and prayer candles, the work transforms the gallery into a space that functions
simultaneously as a monument, an altar, and a site of reflection. Origin Story invites audiences to consider how
freedom has been imagined, claimed, withheld, and redefined, particularly by Black communities whose
experiences have often been excluded from dominant narratives of American freedom.

Historical Context: The Statue of Liberty

Today, most Americans associate the Statue of Liberty with immigration, opportunity, democracy, and Emma
Lazarus's famous poem The New Colossus ("Give me your tired, your poor"). While these associations are an
important part of the monument's legacy, they are only part of its story.

The idea for the monument is often credited to French historian and abolitionist Edouard de Laboulaye, who
envisioned a monument celebrating the preservation of the United States after the Civil War, the victory of the
Union, and the abolition of slavery. For Laboulaye, emancipation represented an important step toward realizing
the democratic ideals on which the nation was founded.

When sculptor Frédéric Auguste Bartholdi developed the monument's design, broken chains were held in her
hand, while shackles laid at her feet as symbols of liberation. Responding to concerns from the financial backers
of the Statue, the chains were replaced with the tablet, but the shackles at her feet remained. These elements
remain part of the statue today, though many visitors never notice them. As the monument’'s meaning evolved
over time, the torch and tablet became its most recognizable symbols, while the chains gradually faded from
public awareness.

Origin Story engages this layered history by inviting viewers to consider not only what the Statue of Liberty
symbolizes today, but also the stories, aspirations, and struggles embedded within its creation. By revisiting
histories that are often overlooked, the exhibition asks how collective memory is formed, whose stories are
remembered, and how our understanding of freedom continues to evolve.



Chloé Duplessis

Chloé Duplessis is a legally blind artist and historian whose work explores the intersections of memory, access,
and material culture. Working across visual art, archival research, and historical interpretation, Duplessis centers
non-visual ways of knowing—touch, sound, narrative, and embodied experience—as both method and subject.
Her practice explores how disability, perception, and power shape historical record-keeping and public memory.
Duplessis earned a degree in Cultural Studies from The University of New Orleans, and has traveled to nine
countries and twenty-four states in support of her work. She is the creator of Denver's first visually accessible ‘I
VOTED' sticker and the 2023 recipient of the Denver Mayor’s Award for Excellence in Arts and Culture. She
presents exhibitions annually and speaks on Black culture, accessibility and the importance of honoring our
shared history.

Artist Statement

| am an artist, historian, and storyteller whose work transforms archives into immersive encounters with memory,
identity, and belonging.

Through installation, fiber, historical research, and narrative practice, | explore how histories are carried, inherited,
obscured, and reclaimed across generations. As a legally blind artist, | am deeply interested in forms of knowledge
that extend beyond sight—touch, sound, language, texture, and embodied experience become both material and
method.

My work invites audiences to move slowly, engage deeply, and reconsider whose stories are preserved in public
memory and whose remain unseen.

Drawing from Black history, material culture, and speculative imagination, | create spaces that connect historical
truth with possibility. Whether reimagining monuments, building period rooms, or weaving historical fragments
into contemporary forms, my practice asks how art can become an act of remembrance, repair, and collective
future-making.



Acoustic Standard

Acoustic Standard is an American blues-rock duo formed by vocalist Carolyn Jones Sullivan and guitarist
Maurice White Ill. Founded in Louisiana in 2019, the group draws from the rich traditions of Negro Spirituals, blues,
gospel, and classic American rock music to create a sound that is both timeless and deeply rooted in cultural
memory. Their music bridges generations and genres, blending the raw emotion of Delta blues with the spirit-
filled traditions of gospel and the energy of rock. Whether performing intimate acoustic sets or commanding
festival stages, the duo creates an atmosphere that is reflective, engaging, and unforgettable.

For booking information, please reach out via email at carolyn.jones.sullivan@gmail.com.



Artworks by Chloé Duplessis

Liberty Belle Counting Vowels
16x20 16x20
Digital Collage Digital Collage
June 2025 August 2025
The historical, fracture prone metal of the Liberty Bell serves as Suspended vowels weave through a muted silhouette symbolizing
the base for the resilient form of an enslaved woman against the breath, unvoiced thoughts, and the reconciliation required of those
idyllic backdrop of blue skies to symbolize the enduring duality of that move through life in Black skin.

freedom and bondage in the American experience.

Digital Liberty Some Glad Morning
16x20 16x20
Digital Collage Digital Collage
June 2026 May 2026
Using bold shapes and accessible hues, this work presents the This digital collage presents figures standing with arms soaring
themes of free will, free thought and artificial intelligence that upward toward a radiant sun to illustrate our unwavering
are actually sharing our experiences with History. connection to our ancestors, to the future, to hope.

Chloe Duplessiis
@ArtfulAccessibility_00
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Prints available
Purchase HERE

Reclaiming Liberty



Political Cartoons and Images

BLACK LADY OF LIBERTY

Pennell, J. (1904). Statue of Liberty [graphic].
Fischer, R. A. (1986). Oddity, icon, challenge: the Statue of
Liberty in American cartoon art, 1879-1986. Journal of
American Culture (01911813), 9, 63-81.

FACE OF LIBERTY

New York: Statue of Liberty: det.: face. (c.1885). [Graphic].

PROPOSED EMIGRANT DUMPING SITE

Gillam, Victor. (1890). The Proposed Emigrant Dumping Site
[Graphic]. Private Collection of PJ Mode. Persuasive
Cartography: The PJ Mode Collection. Cornell University.

" BARSQUALDI'S STATUE
LIBERTY FRIGHTENING THE WORLD.

BEDBUGS ISLAND, XY IIARBOR .
Only. Authorized Edikion.)

LIBERTY FRIGHTENING THE WORLD

Worth, Thomas, 1834-1917. (1884,). Barsqualdi&s Statue. Liberty
Frightening the World. Bedbugs Island, N.Y. Harbor [Lithograph].
Library of Congress. Visual Arts Legacy Collection. Artstor.
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